
 

 
 
Trail: Palo Duro Canyon State Park, Texas – Overnight Hike  Date:  March 8-12, 2015 
 
Route Taken: Rt. 7 to I-40, west to Amarillo.  I-27 So. to Canyon, Rt 217 into the park 
 
Leader: Rick Ericson Length Of Hike (miles): Various  Hiking Time: Various 
 Lighthouse Trail: About 6 miles if you climb the hoodo. Rated Easy, but the climb 
   up to the hoodo, and to the top of the adjacent formation is Moderate 
 CCC Trail: About 2.75 miles if you hike downhill one way and include the   
   Goodnight Peak Scenic Loop (1.32 miles)  Rated Easy if you hike it 
   downhill direction only. 
 Givens, Spicer, Lowry Trail: About 8 miles if you include the Little Fox Canyon  
   Trail (2.31 loop), but not the connector between the Fox Canyon Trail 
   and the Lighthouse Trail.  Rated Easy 
 Comanche North Trail: We only hiked a mile or so out this new trail, and back  
   Just to see what it looked like.  Hiked out of the Chinaberry Day Use 
   area TH.  Rated Moderate 
 Rock Garden Trail: Hiked all 2.5 miles and return.  Rated Moderate 

Rylander Fortress Cliff Trail:  (Connects to the Rock Garden Trail) Hiked about ½  
  to the west, turned around and hiked back to the Rock Garden Trail,  
  hiked east about a mile, and again returned to the Rock Garden Trail 
  and descended to the TH. Rated Easy. About 8 miles in all.   
 
We hiked about 27 miles in all, when including additional segments of various trails 
that we explored.   

 
Distance to Trailhead (and driving time) 

from HS:  from HSV: 600 miles to Amarillo , 25 miles to the park 
Driving time from HSV, with stops, is about 10.5 hours.  Driving time from the hotel 
on the south side of Amarillo to the park was 25 minutes.   
 
All trail heads were easily accessible via Park Route 5 once in the park.  See Park  
Maps, which can be downloaded from the Palo Duro State Park, Texas website,  
but, are also available at the park entrance. There are no water crossings in any 
trail we encountered.  There was water across the road at three of the low-water  
crossings along Park Route 5.  There were no wild flowers in this season. 
 
Note: The 2013 Texas Parks map is the best for providing more accurate trail 
configurations and distances.  The 2012 Texas Parks Map is a larger scale and 
best for finding facilities in the park, and the precise locations of trail heads. 
However, the trails are not to scale, and the map is oriented with North actually 
pointing to the lower right corner of the map…very confusing.  
 
Neither the published maps nor the website reflect the construction of the new North 
and South Comanche Trails. 

Ouachita Mountain Hikers 

Hike Report 



Directions to Trailhead: 
See Park maps.  All TH’s are on Park Route 5 and have smallish parking areas which fill 
up quickly in late morning.  Get there early! 
 
Number of Hikers: 18 hikers, 19 participating in the trip. 
 
Description of the Hike:  
      Include trail conditions; difficulty of hike, water crossings; scenery; wildlife; flowers; 
historical sites; lunch stops; etc. 
 
We did the longer hikes each morning: Day 1, the Lighthouse Trail, Day 2 the Givens-
Spicer Trail, and Day 3 the Rock Garden/Rylander Fortress Cliff Trails.  In the afternoon, 
after lunch, or a snack at the “Trading Post” in the park (great burgers), we explored 
shorter trails, or did short out and back walks on longer trails: The CCC Trail, Juniper Trail, 
an 
 
All trails are in good condition, most are well marked each 1/10 mile, except the Rylander 
Cliff Trail.  All are very scenic and provide a variety of different vistas, rock formations, and 
points of interest.   
 
The Lighthouse Trail:  takes you to the signature rock formation of the park…a 300 foot 
hike hoodoo.  The trail rises and falls and is easily negotiated.  Those unable to climb the 
trail to the base of the hoodoo can still get a great view of it from the trail.  Those that make 
it to the base are in for a treat, and those that can scramble the 150 or so feet up the back 
side of the adjacent tower are in for a bonus treat. When climbing the final approach to the 
base, stay to the right as you pass a spur trail half way up.  Extraordinary vistas.  
Brochures at the TH tell you what you are seeing. Be alert for bikers.   
 
CCC Trail: A short trail in the upper park, with the TH in the upper parking lot of the Visitor 
Center.  Drop a shuttle car down in the Amphitheater parking lot (in the back, at the TH 
sign), and hike downhill all the way.  Take the Goodnight Peak Scenic Spur up and back 
for a 360 degree vista.  Great hike for an afternoon when it’s getting warm and you’ve 
already done a more significant trek. 
 
Givens, Spicer, Lowry Trail:  This trail rises and falls, but with every turn provides a new 
vista, or a view of an interesting rock formation.  It’s a marvelous trail, easy to hike, and 
constantly interesting in its diversity.  We recommend, if time is short, that you skip the 
lollypop loop spur called the Little Fox Canyon Trail. Compared to other trails, this one 
doesn’t add much to enjoyment.  We recommend you combine the Givens-Spicer Trail and 
Lighthouse Trail into one hike.  Drop a shuttle vehicle at the Lighthouse TH, start the hike 
at the Givens-Spicer TH.  Pass the Little Fox Canyon spur and stay on the GSL trail until it 
intersects with the Lighthouse Trail.  Continue to the Lighthouse formation, then return on 
the Lighthouse Trail to the Lighthouse TH.  Total miles will be about 8.  If you’re on the trail 
by 8:30, you’ll be back to the TH by 1:00 pm.  Leaves plenty of time for photos and 
exploring of the unique rock formations and hoodoos. Be alert for bikers 
 
Comanche North Trail: The Comanche North, and the Comanche South Loop Trails were 
opened just before we arrived. No one hiked the South Loop, as it does not appear to be in 
an interesting area within the inhabited portion of the park.  A group hiked the Comanche 
No. trail, from the TH across Park Route 5 (north side) from the Chinaberry Day Use Area 
(use this for parking).  We hiked a mile out and back.  The trail rises and falls, but generally 
climbs to the base of the Fortress Cliffs.  It intersects with Rock Garden, (turn left at the 



Rock Garden Trail to pick up the Comanche Trail again a few yards uphill.  It is unknown at 
this time where the Comanche Trail No. ends, except that it’s at Park Route 5 further 
southeast and deeper into the park.  Total length is also unknown.  This is a shuttle hike. A 
shorter hike can be constructed by leaving a shuttle car at the little parking area on Park 
Route 5 just beyond the Sunflower Day Use area, which services the Rock Garden Trail, 
and dropping down the Rock Garden Trail from where it intersects with the Comanche 
Trail. Be alert for bikers. 
 
Rock Gardenl/Rylander Fortress Cliff Trails:  This trail is on the north side of Park 
Route 5, and provides a very different kind of hiking.  There is a cave opening about a half-
mile in (look up to the left), and in several places, the trail wends cliff-side with marvelous 
vistas of the entire valley below.  There are unique rock formations, and shady juniper 
groves. While the trail rises and falls, it generally climbs 600 feet over the 2.5 miles up to 
the mesa referred to as the Fortress Cliffs.  The trail ends at what appears to be a service 
road that runs northwest if you turn left, or southeast if you turn right.  This is the Rylander 
Fortress Cliff “trail.” But just before you get to mile marker 2.5, there is a social trail that 
bears off to the left that takes you along the very edge of the mesa, with striking views of 
almost the entirety of the Palo Duro Park.  Our group did about ½ mile of this social trail. 
It’s flat, and takes you through meadow, scrub juniper and cactus.  Be alert for bikers. 
 
Once we tired of the western vistas, we returned to the Rock Garden Trail, and hiked in the 
opposite direction along the service trail going southeast.  It was flat, exposed hiking in an 
all meadow environment along the eastern edge of the park. Some bore left onto the Duck 
Pond Spur, and others continued to nearly the end of the trail.  Neither was terribly 
interesting except one group saw a couple feral pigs down in a draw.    
 

Interesting Events of the hike: 
 

On both trips to Palo Duro (the earlier one was to preview the overnight), hikers saw flocks 
of wild turkey, and many deer.  There are “caves” one both the Comanche No. trail and the 
Juniper Multi-Use Trail.   
 
 
Suggestions for continued use of this hike:   
     Include relevant factors such as alternative routes; best season to walk (flowers; color; leaf-off views; 
water levels; lunch stops; shuttle times between trailheads; options for after hike (eating, etc). 
 

We think this event is best done as a mini-trip, that is, travel on a Sunday to the area, hike 
no more than three days, and return, for a total of a five-day event.  January is iffy, and the 
advance party had to cut short its preview due to pending blizzard conditions.  March is a 
better month, and temperatures, while as cold as 35 degrees at the start of our hikes, 
warmed nicely and quickly into the 60’s and 70’s.  By end of April, it is likely going to be too 
hot to hike this area.  Summer months are out of the question.  October/November might 
work.  
 
Consult for further advice:  
     Members with special knowledge of this trail or access; Trail Guides; maps; etc 
 

The following members have been to the Park twice:  Rick Ericson, Tom Calhoun, Jeannie 
Eichler. 
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Camping Facilities: The Park camping and RV facilities are quite nice.  The most desirable 
RV site is the Mesquite site.  When multiple camper/RV’rs are planning to participate and 
want to be in the same site, call the Visitor Center, 806.488.2227 after doing on-line or 
phone reservations.  Tell the attendant that you are all part of a group, provide the names, 
and ask for assignment to the same site.  No guarantee, but it worked for this trip.  Best to 
do your reservations on-line.   
 
     Name:  Reservation Center  Agency: Texas Parks and Wildlife 
 

     Phone #: 512.389.8900  E-mail or internet (if applicable): www.tpwd.texas.gov/reserve 
 

     Reservations: (required/ recommended/ not necessary)  Recommended…the slots fill rapidly in   
good weather season. 
 

     Facilities (water; rest rooms; showers; group facilities; etc):  Restrooms, showers, water, covered 
picnic bench at each RV slot.  
 

     Comments: Public consumption of Alcoholic beverages is prohibited. Card access 
provided to the park entrance for those who want to eat in Canyon. Firewood for sale.  
 

There are a few cabins at the park, but they were built by the CCC and are both primitive 
and pricey.  Some do not have indoor restrooms or provided linens.   
 
Trip Comments: 
     List any thing that may be helpful in planning this trip in the future, such as different hike combinations; 
nearby restaurants; side trips; etc. 
 

This is going to be a popular overnight for a long time.  There are things to do for non-
hiking spouses, or for those who want to do very limited hiking.  Nearby Canyon can be 
explored for antiques.  There is a zip line just outside the park on Rt. 217. 
 

Hike Leaders should require all participants to carry at least two large containers of water 
on the longer hikes if the temperature exceeds 60 degrees.  
 
There is a $5 park entrance fee each day.  However, for groups of fifteen (give or take a 
couple) the entrance fee is discounted to $3.  A day sticker is required for each car.  
Recommend collecting everyone’s entrance fee before going to the park, pay lump sum at 
the window, noting how many persons and how many vehicles.   
 
 
The Visitor Center is both a gift shop and a museum.  Spend some time there.  It’s 
informative, and the items for sale are high end…classy.   
 
Recommended eating places: 
 
The Trading Post: Located inside the park on Route 5, this is the place to get lunch, 
snacks, camping supplies, trinkets and T-shirts, and other food at reasonable prices.  Not 
a lot of tables, so can get crowded at lunch time. Call 806.488.2821 for info.   



 
In Canyon: 
 
Feldman’s Wrong way Diner 
2100 N. 2nd Ave., 806/655.2700 
 
Pepito’s Mexican Restaurant 
408 23rd St., 806/655.4736 
 
In Amarillo: 
Many restaurants are closed on Monday. 
 
Blue Sky (Burgers and more, large draft beers, sports bar atmosphere) 
575 Pizzaria on Hillside St. (great pizza, beer and wine, sports bar atmosphere) 
 
Places which are open on Monday: 
Furr’s Cafeteria…OK food, served cafeteria style, all you can eat…seniors for $10. 
Some of the franchise steak houses are open on Monday, but expect lines. 
 
Lodging 
We investigated the two recommended motels in Canyon, as they were the closest to the 
Park.  However, we found both the regular and group rates for the Best Western and the 
Holiday Inn Express, both on Rt 217, to be quite high. 
 
We got the best group rate at Custom Suites, 6318 Ventura Drive in south Amarillo.  The 
rate was $69 per night for a single and $79 for a double.  With taxes, for two persons, it ran 
$317 for the four nights or $40 per person per night.  Breakfast is included. There were 
issues with the facility (WIFI, access cards, alarm clocks and TV remotes didn’t always 
work), but nothing serious.  There is a pool and hot tub. Be prepared for the pungent odor 
of the nearby stockyards (outdoors, anyway).  The motel is right off I-27, so it’s a quick 25 
minute drive to the park entrance.    
 
      
 
 
 


