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(www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – November 12, 2017

What's New on the Web Site?

As always, the most recent Hike Flash in both 
desktop and mobile formats may be found 
under the Current Activities tab. There are 
lots of new photos in the Photo Gallery under 
the About Us tab. In particular, you will find 
additional photos from the Buffalo overnight 
and new photos from the Telluride trip this 
summer and the Grand Canyon float trip taken 
by several of our members. Thanks to our 
contributors! Take a look!

Note: To view the web site, just click this link: 
www.omhikers.net.

Welcome New Members...

Kendall and Julia Goff.

Do You OT?

Many of our newer members may not know 
that the Club hikes all of the Ouachita Trail 
every three years. Those that complete the 
entire trail, no matter how long it takes, 
receive a Tee shirt, a certificate and a party 
(cake!), as well as having the coveted “C” 
placed beside their name on the Club roster! 
There are 47 C's on the roster at this printing. 
We hike the trail every first Thursday of the 
month during the hiking year. We typically 
schedule multi-day overnight trips to hike 
portions of the trail in Oklahoma and far-
western Arkansas. In general, we hike the trail 
east to west, with some exceptions to avoid 
high water and particularly cold or hot 
temperatures. If you miss a hike and want to 
make it up, contact our Hike Chair. Often there
are members who will go with you.

The OT Bible is Tim Ernst's Ouachita Trail 
Guide #5, published in 2012. The Guide 
describes virtually every tenth of each mile of 
the trail. It includes maps and evevation 
profiles, as well a trailhead info. If you don't 
have one, get one. The mile markers and trail 
descriptions used by the Club are those in 
Tim's Guide. Also, there is a wealth of OT info 
on the website under the Hiker's Reference 
tab. Dave Tedrahn has provided a handy 
spreadsheet there which you can use to track 
your progress. Dave has also provided maps 
and elevation profiles of the entire trail based 
upon GPS data from his OT hikes. There are 
links to other trail resources there too. In 
addition, you can go to the Friends of the 
Ouachita Trail website 

(www.friendsot.org) to find yet more 
trail info, and to find out how you can help 
maintain the trail. 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 - 
OMH Trail Maintenance - 
Flatside Wilderness, MM 170.6 
to MM 173.5

Leader: Ralph Butler, 501-
922-1916, 
ralphgbutler@gmail.com

Carpools: Hot Springs: 8:00 am, DeSoto Park 
on Hwy 7 

Meet at:  8:30 am, Jessieville 
Ranger District Work Center 

Bring: Water, Boots, Work 
Gloves, Safety Glasses, Trail 
Snacks or Trail Lunch, and First
Aid Kit.

Tools: Bring loppers or other 
tools that you prefer using. 
Tools will be provided to those 
that need them. 

http://www.omhikers.net/
http://www.omhikers.net/
http://www.friendsot.org/


Work Plan: We plan to start 
working at the Green Thumb, 
OT access and work to the 
Grindstone, OT access. This is 
a 2.9 mile hike. The plan is to 
leave a car at the finish point 
so that we do not have to hike 
back. We will do lopping to 
clear growth in the trail, clean 
water drains, and remove 
debris that has fallen in the 
trail.

Please plan on helping provide 
trail maintenance in Flatside 
Wilderness as OMH continues 
to keep this section of the 
Ouachita Trail in good hiking 
condition. Please let Ralph 
know if you plan to work as 
soon as possible. 

Should be back by:  Early 
afternoon.

Thursday, November 16, 2017 - 
Membership Meeting at 6:00 P 
M at the Garland County Library 

We have a special guest speaker this month for
our membership meeting so please join us in 
welcoming Mr. Jeff Hertzman. Mr. Jeff 
Hertzman is a retired National Park ranger who
was also an interpreter for Hot Springs 
National Park. Some of our long time members
will remember Mr. Hertzman as the ranger in 
charge of the picking up trash on the road 
project through Gulpher Gorge, that our 
members have worked on.  Jeff Hertzman will 
give his presentation in the costume of an 
early 19th century hiker.  There will also be a 
video and samples of what a hiker would wear 
and the equipment they use. Looking forward 
to seeing you on November 16th!

Theresa Keyser, VP and Program Chair

Saturday, November 18, 2017 – 
Trail Maintenance – Hot Springs 
National Park

Hike Leaders:  Bill and Christina Lammers 
(501-339-1755; bclammers84@gmail.com) 

Carpool: Hot Springs Village:  8:30am at West
Gate/Century 21 parking lot (Ride share is 
$2.00).

Meet At:  9:00am – Fountain St. near the 
Happy Hollow Motel.  

Directions: From the West Gate, turn south 
(left) on Hwy 7 and continue on Hwy 7 until 
the traffic light in front of the Arlington Hotel in
downtown Hot Springs. Turn north (left) on 
Fountain St. and park on the street near the 
Happy Hollow Motel.

From Hot Springs go to the traffic light in front 
of the Arlington Hotel in downtown Hot 
Springs. Turn north (right) on Fountain St. and 
park on the street near the Happy Hollow 
Motel.

Details: We will clear 16 water drains on 
Floral and Honeysuckle trails. We will also 
clean the steps and water drainage on 
Fountain trail. Many of the water drains get 
filled with soil, leaves, and stone. We will use 
shovels and rakes to clear out the drains. For 
some drains, we will also clear a drainage path
off the side of the trail (pick axe may become 
handy at that point). At 11:30, we will all meet
back at our vehicles and then walk to Superior 
Brewery for lunch.

Bring:  Plenty of water, hiking boots/shoes, 
snack, work gloves, and any tools that might 
be useful (shovel, rake, heavy-duty broom, 
pick axe).

Should be back by: 1:00 pm.

We need a few good...

...Hike Leaders! If you are a regular hiker or 



aspire to be, we need for you to volunteer to 
be a Hike Leader. It's some work, but you will 
really get to dig a bit deeper into hiking in 
general and the wonderful hiking opportunities
in Arkansas. You may want to start with 
Saturday hikes to get your feet wet (which can
happen when you're hiking). Saturday Hike 
Leaders may want to move to Thursdays. If 
you have an interest please contact Hike Chair,
Dave Tedrahn. He can team you up with an 
experienced Hike leader, if you'd like, to help 
select and plan your first hike.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both 
our Historian, Ernie Weidenberger 
ernjac@gmail.com and Web Master, Tom 
Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for 
inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery
on the web site, respectively.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers
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