
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – November 13, 2016

What's New on the Web Site?

Photos from the Petit Jean/Mt. Nebo overnight are in the Photo Gallery. The most recent Hike Flash in both 
desktop and mobile formats may be found under the Current Activities tab. 

Note: To view the web site, just click this link: www.omhikers.net.

Welcome New Members...

Ben Baxter, Jerry Lawrence.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both our Historian, Ernie Weidenberger ernjac@gmail.com and Web 
Master, Tom Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery on the 
web site, respectively.

The 2016 OMH Photo Album is now available on Shutterfly

If you would like to purchase a copy, please contact Rick Ericson at 501.922.0379, or via email at 
richard.ericson@att.net by Nov. 20. 

The link to Shutterfly in the earlier Hike Flash that was to allow you to view the album online did not work 
properly. We will send a workable link when available.

Volunteers are needed in planning this year's Christmas party! 

Help is needed in creating decorations, decorating, setting up and cleaning up.  Please contact Donna Hill if 
you can help at Ddiver57@yahoo.com.

Thanks!

Safety Notice - Deer Season

Modern Gun Deer Season opened Saturday, November 12, in most of the state.  This is potentially the most 
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dangerous period of the year to be in the woods.  Dress brightly, hunter orange recommended, and try to not 
act like a deer.

Thursday, November 17, 2016 - OMH General Meeting - One of our main 
items of business will be the election of OMH officers for 2017.  

When: Thursday, November 17, 2016

Where: Garland County Library Auditorium
1427 Malvern Avenue, Hot Springs

Time: 6:00 pm

NOVEMBER MEETING PROGRAM

Overnight trips and club hiking trips—are you one of our seasoned trip-taking members or a 
“newbie” looking to take your first club trip?  What can you expect...where will you go?  Our very
own renowned professional photographer, David Blankenship, will be this month’s guest 
speaker.  David has put together a presentation that includes some awesome scenic photos of 
places hikers or backpackers may want to explore off the beaten path.  Join us to see what places
you may need to add to your “bucket list”!

Thursday, November 17, 2016 – Little Blakely South Loop, 5.7 miles, 3-
Moderate

Hike Leader: Tom Calhoun cell (501) 765-4827 tom.calhoun3@gmail.com

Carpools: HS Village: West Gate, 8:00 a.m. Ride Share $2.00. Hot Springs: Sutherland's, 8:00 a.m. 
Ride Share $2.00. Ride Share from Visitor Center to trailhead $1.00.

Directions to Visitor Center: From HSV West Gate go North on Hwy 7, left on AR-192 W right on 
AR-227 N. From Sutherland's, go West on Hwy 270 and turn right on AR-227 N.

Meet at: 8:40 a.m. behind the Visitor Center at Lake Ouachita State Park (LOSP) to consolidate cars.
There is limited parking at the trailhead so all are encouraged to meet at the Visitor Center.

Directions from Visitor Center to Trailhead: Cross the intersection at the Visitor Center and pass
the state park cabins. Follow the road and, after passing a farm where the pavement ends, stay on 
this road and follow signs for about 4 miles to trailhead.

Hike Start Time: 9:00 a.m. from the Little Blakely trailhead.

Details: The Little Blakely Trail system is on the north shore of Lake Ouachita. We will hike the South
Loop which is a curvy up-and-down hike that offers beautiful views of Lake Ouachita for 4 miles of 
trail but watch your step as the trail is often narrow and winding with steep grades that drop off to 
the lake shore. The rest of the trail is relatively level and wide with one big hill to warm you up or 
cool you down near the beginning/ending of the trail.
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Bring: Wear good hiking boots, bring hike poles and adequate water and a snack. Usual first aid 
items should be maintained, as always, in your pack. 

Should be back by: Trailhead by 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 19, 2016 Trail Maintenance – Hot Springs National Park

Hike Leaders:  Bill and Christina Lammers (501-339-1755; bclammers84@gmail.com) 

Carpool: Hot Springs Village:  8:30 am at West Gate/Century 21 parking lot (Ride share is $2.00).

Meet At:  9:00am – DeSoto Park near Mickey’s BBQ.  

Directions: From the West Gate, turn south (left) on Hwy 7 and continue on Hwy 7 until you reach DeSoto 
Park on left. From Hot Springs go north on Park Ave (Hwy 7) until you reach DeSoto Park on right. 

Details: From DeSoto Park, we will shuttle tools and people to the Sunset Trail trailhead on Stonebridge Rd 
(near Rick’s Pond). We will hike 1 mile up Sunset Trail to the Fordyce Peaks spur trail. We will then do trail 
maintenance on the 1.5 mile spur trail. Maintenance will consist of pruning limbs, lopping limbs, cutting tall 
grass, moving fallen branches off of trail, and cutting a few small logs fallen on the trail. After working on the 
trail, we will hike the 2.5 miles back to the road. At approximately 11:30, we will head to Quarters Cafe in Hot 
Springs to each lunch.

Bring:  Plenty of water, hiking boots/shoes, hiking sticks for ascent and descent on Sunset Trail, snacks, and 
insect repellent. Bring any tools that you have to accomplish the maintenance tasks, including pruners, 
loppers, sling blade, and saw. If you want to help and do not have any of these tools, we will provide one for 
you. 

Should be back by: early afternoon.

Tuesday, Nov 22, 2016   Special Trail Maintenance – Dogwood 
Trail in Lake Ouachita State Park
Leader: Ralph Butler, 501-922-1916, rgbutler39@yahoo.com

Carpools: Hot Springs: 8:00 am, DeSoto Park on Hwy 7 

Meet at:  8:30 am Lake Ouachita State Park Visitor Center 

Bring: Water, Boots, Work Gloves, Safety Glasses, and First Aid Kit.

Tools: No tools will be needed; we need people for this job. 

Work Plan: On this visit, we will perform the task of obfuscating an old trail that was left 
after the trail re-route that we did on this trail last year. Apparently, users are getting confused
and following the old trail, and the Park Service has not found a way to correct the confusion. 
This is a half mile trail. The work required is at the beginning of the re-route, the end, and a 
couple of places along the old trail.

Please plan on helping provide trail maintenance on this trail. Let Ralph know if you plan to 
work as soon as possible. 



Should be done by:  Noon.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers


