
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – April 24, 2016

What's New on the Web Site?

As always, we have the most recent Hike Flash in both desktop and mobile formats under the Current
Activities tab.

Welcome New Members...

None this week.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both Rick Erickson richard.ericson@att.net and Tom 
Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery on the web
site.

Advance Notice - Tuesday, May 3, 2016 OMH Trail Maintenance – Little 
Blakely, Rocky Ridge Trail

Leader: Ralph Butler, 501-922-1916, rgbutler39@yahoo.com

Carpools: Hot Springs: 8:00 am, DeSoto Park on Hwy 7 

Meet at: 8:30 am, Little Blakely Trail Parking Lot 

Directions to TH: From Cordoba Center, West Gate, take Hwy 7 north to Hwy 192 across from 
Home Plate Restaurant. Go 4 miles to Forest Road 30200. The trailhead is at end of this road.

Bring: Water, Boots, Work Gloves, Safety Glasses, Trail Snacks, and First Aid Kit.

Tools: Bring loppers or other tools that you prefer using. Tools will be provided to those needing 
them.

Work Plan: We have not visited this trail in a couple of years. We will focus on clearing the trail of 
tree debris and excessive growth into the trail. This trail needs blazing, especially through the rocky 
section at the top of the hill.

Please plan on helping provide trail maintenance as part of the OMH commitment to keep trails in our
area of the Ouachita Forest in good hiking condition. Please let Ralph know if you plan to work as 
soon as possible.
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Should be back by:  Mid-afternoon.

Thursday, April 28, 2016 HSV Dam to Dam (10 miles, Easy to Moderate)

Hike Leader: Jim Gifford hike.arkansas@gmail.com 922-1680

Carpool:Hot Springs - DeSoto Park (Hwy 7 N) 8:30 am (ride share: $2). I will meet non-villagers at 
West Gate for entry into village.

Meet at: DeSoto Nature Trail trailhead (HSV) 9 am 

Directions: From HSV West Gate (hwy 7), proceed four miles east to Toledo Dr. (Signs for Dog Park,
Lawn Bowling, Nature Trail). Turn Right onto Toledo Dr. Make an immediate left into DeSoto Park. Go 
about ¼ mile, cross spillway, and look for trailhead on your right. There is a large parking area just 
beyond trailhead at foot of dam.

Shuttle Service: We will provide shuttle rides back to DeSoto after the event.

>> Shuttle Drivers needed. If you can leave a car at Balboa before the hike, please let me know. 
We can arrange a ride to the hike from Balboa if necessary.

Description: We will hike up DeSoto dam on DeSoto Nature Trail and come down the Spillway to 
pick up Hernando Trail. We will hike 8 miles on Hernando Trail to the Balboa Spillway Trail to Balboa 
Pavilion. This is mostly easy walking on well-maintained trails, but it is a good 10 miles from start to 
finish and has several pretty good hills.

This event is a joint venture with HSV Basecamp. OMH will lead the hike. Basecamp will offer lunch 
and beverages at Balboa beach after the hike (optional, at a cost). Basecamp will also offer extra 
water or pick-up along route for those needing to bail out.

An option to the ten-mile hike is to join us only for lunch, or to join us for lunch after your own (self-
led) out-and-back hike from Balboa.

We do need an early headcount for lunch, however, so you will need to sign up for this hike no 
later than noon Tuesday (4/26) of next week if you want lunch.

Balboa Pavilion cookout. Basecamp will provide burgers grilled on site. There are three choices 
(turkey, beef, and veggie) so make your selection when you register for the hike. Lunch includes 
sides, fruit, cookies, and soft drinks. Beer and wine will also be available (added cost). Pay for the 
cookout at the event – bring cash.  Correct change appreciated.

Cost: Lunch only (non-alcoholic beverages) - $5 HSV property owners , $7 non-HSV owners. Lunch 
(including wine or beer) - $8 HSV property owners , $12 non-HSV owners.

When you check in for the hike, let me know:

- Will you be hiking the ten miles or meeting us after for cookout?

- Do you want lunch?
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- What type burger? (turkey, beef, or veggie)

- Will you partake of beer or wine?

- If you are a non-villager, will you need access to HSV?

Saturday, April 30, 2016 Caddo River Float trip

Hike leader: Jerry Harris - 501- 915-9635 rox2ie1944@yahoo.com

CARPOOL - Hot Springs Village - 8:00 West Gate parking lot (ride share $5.00). Hot Springs - 
Sutherland's – 8:00 (ride share $4.00)

DIRECTIONS - Hot Springs Village - take Hwy 7 to Central turn on Ouachita to Albert Pike, then 
take Airport Rd which will turn into Hwy 70 West. Stay on 70 to Glenwood, before you cross river 
Lucky's will be on the left. Hot Springs - Go to Airport Rd then stay on 70 until Glenwood.

Canoe Rental: Lucky's has canoes and kayaks, $30 each. This includes canoe, shuttle fee, and life 
jackets, if you bring your own shuttle fee is $10.

DISCRIPTION - This is a very pretty part of the river with a lot of rocks to dodge, but with nice 
scenery along the way.

Please let Jerry know if possible by Thursday and if you want a canoe or kayak. He will need to 
reserve them ahead of time. Dress for turning over and getting wet.

LUNCH AT FISHNET AFTER THE FLOAT.

Revised - Thursday, May 26, 2016 Heber Springs/Little Red River Overnight

Bill and Christina Lammers are planning a day of hiking around Heber Springs/Little Red River on 
Thursday, May 26. We will leave from Cranford’s supermarket at the East Gate of HSV at 7:30 in the 
morning and return around 8:00 that evening. Activities are not yet finalized, but will include the Carl 
Garner Visitor Center, Mossy Bluff Trail (1.8 miles), Collins Creek Trail (1 mile), Sugarloaf Mountain at 
Arkansas State University-Heber Springs (2.5 miles), and Bridal Veil Falls/Cornelius Falls (.5 miles). All
of these are near Heber Springs. 

If you want to make this a two-day trip, you can stay at a hotel, resort, or campground in Heber 
Springs on Wednesday night. You can search the internet for lodging options. The three good 
campgrounds are Heber Springs Recreation Area (on lake), Dam Site Campground (on lake), and JFK 
Campground (on Little Red River). Because our trip is immediately before Memorial Day weekend, 
you might want to make any reservations early.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers
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