
Hike Flash Special:  Great Smoky Mountains 2016 

 

Hikers, 

 We are all set for our spring trip to the Great Smoky Mountains.  It is time to start 

serious planning.    

 

 Destination:  Great Smoky Mountains National Park  

 Dates:  week of May 8 - May 14, 2016 

Lodging:  Townsend, TN (near Cades Cove entrance to the park) 

 

Hike Leader: Jim Gifford  922-1680 hike.arkansas@gmail.com 

Trip Coordinator:  Donna Hill  941-544-8751  ddiver57@yahoo.com 

  

 

Action Required: 

 After reading below, if you are interested in this trip, please let us know as soon as 

possible.  Trip planning requires that we have a good idea of who is going.  Respond to both 

Donna and Jim, at the two emails shown above (not by responding to the Hike Flash).  

Specifically, let us know: 

• If you are definitely in, or are a maybe. 

• What your accommodation preferences are.  Cabin, campground, or other.  

•  If you want to reserve space in the main cabin, in addition to your email, send a 

deposit of $50 to Jim Gifford, 35 Toledo Dr, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909.   

• For other accommodations, make your own reservations. 

• If you want to claim one of the last two beds for the night on Mount LeConte, let 

me know in your email, and as soon as possible mail a check for $100 to Jim 

Gifford, 35 Toledo Dr, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909. 

Hiking: 

 Hiking in the country's most popular National Park is amazing.  There are over 900 miles 

of trails from the easiest to the most rigorous, and they are all very scenic.  Greenery and water 

features dominate.  You will see deep forest, huge trees, wildflowers, and lots of moss and 

ferns.  There are over 2000 miles of beautiful creeks and streams and countless waterfalls.  For 

those interested, the Appalachian Trail runs through the park, and we will hike the "AT" at least 

once. 

 The specific hike plan will be developed when I have a better feel for who is going.  The 

one thing I can say is that there will be lots of options. Each of the long hikes will have shorter 

options, and alternatives will available most days. The great thing about the Smokies is that 

there are so many options that you can hike on your own any day.   Primary Rule: Do what you 

want to do – just make up your mind soon enough so that we can plan carpools / shuttles. Most 

of the planned hikes have shorter alternatives from the same trail head. 

 

 Highlights will include: 

• Some old favorites, like Ramsey Cascade. 



• Perhaps a day on the Appalachian Trail.  I haven't been to "Rocky Top" in ten 

years; so that is a possibility.   

• Mount LeConte. 

 

 One of the (optional) highlights of the trip will be a night at the Mt. LeConte Lodge.  This 

historic facility is a hike-in only lodge, with no electricity, no running water, and very rustic 

accommodations.  It has a kitchen; however, that serves exceptional meals.  This opportunity 

was announced last fall, so is almost full.  We still have two beds left, however, for the night on 

Mt. LeConte, so let me know quickly if you want one of those. 

 

Accommodations: Townsend, TN 

 Cabins:   I have rented the "Bearfoot Lodge", the large cabin we used last in 2012.  This 

is a six bedroom, three bath, house located right outside the national park at the Cades Cove 

entrance.  This house will be our base of operations.  The house has two levels, three 

bedrooms each, with separate kitchens and separate entrances. The rooms will be assigned on 

a first come, first serve basis.  Let me know if you want in.  There are several other cabins in the 

immediate area, which will probably be available for overflow if we need them.  If you want to 

take a look at this cabin, go to http://www.cabin4us.com/the_lodge.htm.   Cost should run about 

$30/person/day ($210/wk), depending on how many end up in the cabin. 

  

 Camping / RVs:  For Campers and RVs I am recommending Tremont Hills 

Campground, a private campground just below where the cabins are. They have RV hookups 

(various levels); tent sites, and small cabins. It is right on the river.  Costs varied depending on 

type of hookup, but were $40 to $70 dollars a night last time I looked.  Make your own 

reservations. 

Tremont Hills Campground (phone: 800/448-6373)   http://www.tremontcamp.com/ 

 

 Other Accommodations:   There are lots of motels and other type accommodations in 

Townsend.  For more information, simply type "lodging townsend tn" into your search engine. 

 

Logistics:   

 Meals:  Donna Hill will be working with me on this trip and will develop a meal plan.  

Expect a few group meals and a few nights on your own (or small groups).  The main cabin has 

a full kitchen, and there is a full service grocery in Townsend, about five minutes from the cabin.  

There are also several nice restaurants in town. 

 

 Travel:   Plan your travel to Travel on your own to arrive Sunday, May 8 in the Townsend, TN 

/ Cades Cove area.  We will hike Monday, May 9 – Saturday, May 14.  Depart for return trip Sunday, 

May 12. 

 

This will be a great trip.  Get on board early and don't miss out. 


