
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – December 13, 2015

What's New on the Web Site?

On the Photo Gallery page we have a new album of photos from the Christmas party as well as a link
to the video that was played at the party showing photo highlights of the past hiking year. We also 
have a link to the OMH page on Shutterfly that contains various club albums from past years as well 
as albums created by club members of their trips. The hike description for the Balboa Trail in HSV has
been updated. As always, we have the most recent Hike Flash in both normal and mobile formats.

Thursday, December 17, 2015 Little Blakely Outer Rim (1) 13.2 miles with 
options for shorter distances - Moderate OR (2) 15.5 mile rabbit hike - 
Difficult due to distance & pace

Hike Organizer: Marilyn Hall 254-760-2426 mjhall74@gmail.com

Meet at: Lake Ouachita State Park (LOSP) in parking lot behind Visitor Center at 8:30 am (8:00 for
rabbit hikers). Parking at Trail Head is limited so we will combine hikers into only needed vehicles. 
The drive from Visitor Center to TH is about 5 miles on gravel roads. (Ride share from Visitor 
Center to TH $1.)

Carpools:

Rabbit hikers - Meet at Lake Ouachita State Park (LOSP) in parking lot behind Visitor Center at 8:00
a.m. No organized carpools from Hot Springs or HSV.

Hot Springs – 8:00 a.m. Sutherland's parking lot, 1831 Albert Pike Rd (front of lot facing Albert 
Pike)(ride share $3).

Hot Springs Village - 8:00 a.m. West Gate/Cordoba Center parking lot (ride share $2).

Directions:

From Hot Springs - west on Hwy 270, turn right onto Hwy 227 & follow to LOSP.

From Hot Springs Village - north on Hwy 7, turn left onto Hwy 192, turn right onto Hwy 227 & follow 
to LOSP.

Details: Are you up for a challenge? This hike offers hikers the opportunity to hike 15.5 miles at a 
rabbit pace combining the outer rim of all five loops of the Little Blakely Trail System or a shorter 
distance at regular hiking pace. Along the trail, hikers will see spectacular views of beautiful Lake 
Ouachita, stately old-growth pines & hardwoods and unique rock formations. Options will be 
available to hike a regular pace for distances of 5.5, 8.8, 10.4, or 13.2). 
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When you notify the Hike Organizer that you will be hiking, let her know the   distance   you plan to 
hike so carpools can be organized accordingly. Also, indicate if you are willing to drive from Visitor 
Center to TH. A shuttle will be available to return to the LOSP Visitor Center early if needed.

We plan to have a warming fire at the trail head. There will be hot cocoa & cider and fixings for 
s’mores. Bring a folding camp chair to enjoy sitting around the fire. 

Bring: Plenty of water, good hiking boots/shoes, trail lunch, snacks, hiking sticks (optional) and 
hunter orange (archery season open).

Should be back: around 5:00/5:30 p.m. (or earlier if you hike a shorter distance).

Saturday, Dec 19, 2015 Cedar Glades Park, Hot Springs, Black Loop, 4.6 
miles, moderate

Leader: Jim & Vanessa Edgar 501 922-4992 vedgar455@yahoo.com

Carpools: Hot Springs Village west gate at 8:30 a.m. (Rideshare $2), or meet at the trail head.

Meet at: Trailhead at 9 a.m.

Directions to Trailhead: Cedar Glades Park in Hot Springs - there are 2 trailheads we will start at 
the trailhead on Cedar Glades road. In downtown Hot Springs, left on Whittington, right on Cedar 
street to Cedar Glades road. Stay on Cedar glades road (do NOT turn right on Wildcat road), drive 
past the entrance to the landfill the next right is the Bull Bayou picnic area which is the trail head we 
will be using. There is plenty of parking and a restroom at the trail head.

Details: The trails at the park were built on the former Hot Springs landfill. Even though it is a city 
park it is located in a forest area, plenty of trees, a couple of creeks and a few nice overlooks. The 
black loop is the longest trail and winds up and down (no steep climbing) around the county landfill. 
Come join us for a nice hike in the park. We will also be stopping in Hot Springs for lunch, so let us 
know when carpooling if you want to go to lunch.

Bring: Water, snack, hiking boots. 

Should be back by: early afternoon.

Reminders for Hikers and Hike Leaders

Hikers, please remember these items of hiker etiquette: (1) Notify your hike leader as so as possible
that you will be participating in the hike, so that carpools and other logistics can be planned. (2) Tell 
the hike leader where you will meet the group. (3) If you have to cancel, notify the hike leader ASAP. 
(4) Be early to the the meeting point. Carpools leave at the published time, as do hikes!

Hike Leaders, take advantage of the resources on the web site to plan and administer your hike! 
The Hike Leader's Corner tab under the Hikers Reference pull-down links to a detailed guide to 
planning and organizing your hike.  Under the Club Admin pull-down, you will find down-loadable 
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templates and examples for your hike flash and hike report. You can also print copies of the 
Participant Release Form from this location.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers


