OMH Trail Data / History

Pedestal Rocks Loops
Ozark National Forest

A very special, unique place with marvelous rock formations; towering columns not attached to the cliffs. They are impressive from above
and fascinating below. There are two loops, each about 2 miles. Pedestal Rocks loop tours the "Pedestals"; King's Bluff loop goes to an
outcropping with a sheer drop and spectacular view. In wet seasons, a waterfall runs across the top of the outcrop and drops straight off
the cliff. This is an easy hike if you stay above the cliff line; more difficult if you want to go below and crawl around.

Planning notes: This hike is best used in conjunction with an overnight, either to the Buffalo River area or elsewhere in the Ozarks, using
hwy 7. It takes only a few hours to walk, but is 2 1/2 hours from Hot Springs.
We have tried this as a Saturday hike a couple of times. It is a long day, but have gotten a good turn out. Stop at
Dewayne's in Dover for lunch afterwards.

Access Notes: Off highway AR 16, about 6 miles east of hwy AR 7 at Pelsor. Trailhead well marked. Large parking lot with a bathroom
(one-holer).

For additional info: See Tim Ernst "Arkansas Hiking Trails"; page 56
USFS / Ozark National Forest / Bayou Ranger District (479) 284-3150
USFS map available on website: http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/
Jim Gifford has led this trip numerous times

Nov 8, 2007 Leader: Jim Gifford 5 Hikers OMH Overnight
Route:  Pedestal Rocks loop only; clockwise
2.2 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 4

First trip to Pedestal for all except Mike and Jim; went underneath to see pedestals from below
Stopped at Dewayne's in Dover for dinner on way home.

sss: The Pedestals
Views from bluff line

Overnight notes: Last event of three day Buffalo River trip; See 11/7/07 fpr details of trip.

March 17, 2007 Leader: Jim Gifford 19 Hikers OMH Saturday
Route:  King's Bluff Loop (counterclockwise) followed by Pedestal Rocks loop (clockwise). Explored underneath
pedestals; took side spur to head of bluff line on Pedestal Loop.
4.4 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 4
Beautiful spring day; service berries in full bloom. Waterfall flowing at King's BIluff.

Most of group went below to explore the pedestals and caverns up close and personal.
Lunch at Dewayne's in Dover on return trip.

sss: King's Bluff (and view). Waterfall Kings Bluff
All the rock formations at the pedestals.
Caverns and formations below the pedestals

March 11, 2006 Leader: Jim Gifford 19 Hikers OMH Saturday
Route:  King's Bluff Loop (counterclockwise) followed by Pedestal Rocks loop (clockwise)
4.2 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 4

Good turn out for this long ride on Saturday; included three new hikers. All thought it was worth the trip.

Rain in days prior had falls at king's Buff running well. Rain threatened throughout the day, but ended hike in sunshine (very muggy
at end). Service berries in bloom.

Several of us went below to explore the pedestals and caverns up close and personal.
Lunch at Dewayne's in Dover on return trip.

sss:  King's Bluff (and view). Waterfall Kings Bluff
All the rock formations at the pedestals.
Caverns and formations below the pedestals
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Mar 5, 2005 Leader: Tom Noble 6 Hikers
Route:  Pedestal Rocks and King's Bluff loops
4.0 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 4

Everyone seemed to have a good time; but it is a long drive.

Oct 25, 2002 Leader: Jim Gifford 5 Hikers
Route:  Both Loops (Pedestal Rocks and Kings Bluff). Buffalo River Overnight trip
4.3 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 5§

First trip for some; fantastic formations and talk of coming back for three days

sss:  The waterfall at King's Bluff; the views from King's Bluff Waterfall Kings Bluff
The pedestals, particularly from below

Overnight notes:  Part of 3-day Buffalo River trip

Nov 9, 2001 Leader: Jim Gifford 4 Hikers
Route:  Did just the Pedestal Rock loop with exploring underneath
2.5 miles Difficulty Rating 2 Scenic Rating 4

EJ and Jim went below the cliffs and crawled around the base of the pedestals and cliffs
sss:  The "Pedestals" themselves.
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